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Catonsville Rails to Trails (CRTT) Annual Meeting- 2021 

March 6, 2022 
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Our Charter  

 

Catonsville Rails to Trails Inc. (hereinafter referred to as ñCRTTò) is a nonprofit 

[501c(3)] organization that was established with the goal of converting previous 

streetcar and railroad right of ways in the Catonsville area into hiking and biking paths 

to enhance recreation and exercise and to foster the preservation of railroad/trolley 

history in Catonsville. CRTT is also a biking advocacy group that supports the 

establishment of bike lanes, lane marking and signage, and the sponsorship of 

numerous community bike rides. 

 

¶ Started in 1996; formally incorporated in 1999 (25+ years!)   

¶ Part of the Rails to Trails organization. 

¶ Safe Streets/Alternate Transportation  

¶ 10 Board members; looking for new Board members 

¶ 60-120 members per year; membership is up over last several years. 

¶ Low overhead; 95% of donations go toward the trails  
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CRTT Trail Map /Postcard) 
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CRTT Hiking and Bik ing Trails (the details) 

 

Trail Sections 

Length 

(Ft.) Completed  

#8 Trolley Trail  2100 2006/2008 

Short Line Trail - East side/ Charlestown/ Kit Section  2490 2011 

Short Line Trail -East side/ Paradise section  1850 2013 

Short Line Trail -East side/ Shady Nook section  940 2013 

Short Line Trail -East side Cemetery Overlook 75 2013 

Short Line Trail -West side/Mellor  1000 2014 

Short Line Trail -West side/Spring Grove Bridge 32 2014 

Short Line Trail -West side/Spring Grove track area  475 2016 

Short Line Trail -West side/Spring Grove Trail  1500 2016 

Short Line Trail -East side/Beltway Connection  135 2016 

Short Line Trail -West side/Mellor /Bloomsbury Ramp 100 2018 

Short Line Trail - Mellor to Bloomingdale Connection 1000 2022 
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$1M Trails/$0 budget 

¶ No County or State dedicated budgets for these trails. 

¶ Entirely funded by CRTT-sponsored State, County, and Private Grants. 

¶ Grants from MHAA, PVHA, SHA, Baltimore County, France Merrick, 

Middendorf, Besson Landing, Lions Club, Mountain Club, Sheldon Smith, Steve 

Whalen, Charlestown, BGE, Caldwell Banker, CWGC, Baltimore Bike Club, 

etc.   

¶ 25 years of In-Kind work by CRTT and volunteers. 

¶ Sponsors of Improvements (murals, benches, tree removal, etc.) 

¶ Company donations, discounts, gift cards, etc.  

¶ Hundreds of Individual donations  

¶ A Community Funded Trail system 
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ñPark-likeò Trail Amenities 

¶ Well maintained trails (mowing, limbs/trees, Spring Cleanups, etc.)  

¶ Landscaped entrance signs 

¶ Directional signs 

¶ Murals 

¶ Historic signs 

¶ Bike Racks 

¶ Benches 

¶ Distance Markers 

¶ Cemetery Overlook 

¶ RR track restoration  

¶ Community hikes 

¶ Birdhouses 

¶ Bridge/ramps/steps 

¶ Environmental remediation (ivy/concrete/trash) and beatification 
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Bike Advocacy 

 

¶ Bike Lane markings Edmonson Ave, Frederick Road, Hilton Ave. 

¶ Bike Lanes at Frederick Road/Beltway connection  

¶ County Trail connection signs 

¶ Bike Blazes (directional markings)  

¶ Sponsorship of Catonsville ñBike to Workò Day in May  

¶ Sponsorship of 4th of July Ride to Fort McHenry  

¶ Installing Bike Racks throughout Catonsville under Bikeways grants  
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Historic Preservation 
 

¶ Restored a portion of Short line Railroad tracks in Spring Grove 

(handcar demo )  

¶ Numerous historic signs posted along the trails.  

¶ New Waysigns to be created/installed per CHS grant 
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Spring Grove Track restoration project 
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Historic Signs 
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Signage/Landscaping 
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Murals  
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Snidely Whiplash strikes again! 
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Spring Grove Bridge 
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Hundreds of hours of volunteer labor  

 

 

 

 

  



Page 16 of 26 
 

Cemetery Overlook- Refurb (May 2019) (New Benches 2022) 
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Mellor/Bloomsbury Ramp 
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Paradise Trail (1961 and 2018)  
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Mellor Trail  
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Spring Grove Trail  

 

 


