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Transportation in Catonsville
5 Segments

ÅFrederick Road Toll Road
ÅEarly Transportation

ÅCatonsville Short Line Railroad 
ÅThe Streetcar Era

ÅConversion of Rails To Trails 



Frederick Road
Toll Road

1805 



Frederick Road was a privately funded toll 
road authorized in 1805





Milestone #10 (Ellicott City)

ÅBaltimore to Frederick-
Town was  45 miles 

ÅMile markers every mile 
37 of 45 survive today

ÅCatonsville marker were 
at miles 5-9

Early GPS



ÅExtended to 
Cumberland, MD, 
then Connected to 
National Road

ÅLinked Baltimore to 
the Cumberland 
Gap- gateway to 
the West



Turnpike travelers moving west out of Baltimore stopped in Catonsville for 
hotels, blacksmiths, livery, etcΧ  Paradise Hotel ςCurrently Pizza Hut   



Early 
Transportation
In Catonsville



1829-1862

The Horse

Terminal Hotel ς/ǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ мслл 



1881 Albert Smith Family  Corner of Frederick Road and Bloomsbury



Bloedecarriage with members of the affluent Bloedeand Wacker families.



main depot, one at the Catonsvillecasino, one at Asylumlane (called 
Bloomsbury Station) , one at Paradise, one at Kenwood (MCL) and 
one inLoudon Cemetery.

1886   Theodor LurmanςThe Corvette of its time 



Horse and Wagon For Hire!



1862 Horse Trolley Line in front of Loudon Park Cemetery
Railsoffered a faster, smoother ride.



By mid-1800s, 
Short Line 
Railroads were the 
rage in America 
and affluent 
residents of 
Catonsville wanted 
their own railroad.



Catonsville 
Short Line 
Railroad

1884-1972



Charlestown 
Senior Living 

Catonsville 
Fire House

Spring Grove 
Center To 

Arbutus

To 
Towson



Catonsville changed forever in 1884  
when the Catonsville Short Line Began Service


